To Walk or Not to Walk…

July 12th 2018

It’s all very well putting on your website that in a year or two’s time you plan, all things
being well, to walk the whole of the Western Front, all 475 plus miles of it, as part of your
‘peace initiative’ - and to tie in with the end of the ‘100 years since the First World War’
commemorations.
And it’s all very well performing your play about the WW1 conscientious objectors at
Sibford school in early 2017, and the Headmaster reminding you in front of the whole school
that you have put this ‘pledge’ on your website, and that when (not if) you do the walk, he
will arrange to bring a group of students for a week or so who could walk with you for a few
days along part of the route.
But when you find yourself (and this is me I’m talking about) in the middle of 2018, walking
up England’s highest mountain during a week-long break in the Lakes, and you suddenly
realise the said Western Front walk is only a couple of months away and you haven’t in fact
done anything in order to prepare for it (other than staying fit by climbing England’s highest
mountain in 30 degrees heat); and when you have in fact now organised a number of
performances of the play in this country during November, to tie in with that ending of the
100 years period – well, the least you (I, that is) can do is put something on the website
saying, sorry, folks, but it doesn’t look like the walk in France is going to happen after all.
A shame, I know. And, yes, I could still do part of it for maybe three weeks or so. But my
plan had been to do the whole lot. Possibly in a totally whited-out, ghost-like soldier’s
uniform, which would of course become more and more soiled with each passing day. (Hmm,
sounds really interesting, now I write that.) I would have read poems along the way at
various stopping points, British, German, French – and maybe performed extracts from the
play.
But what happened was, I took the play on tour round the UK last autumn and then to the
United States this spring, and it was such a special experience doing that, that it seemed to me
the ‘peace initiative’ I felt most drawn to enacting out later this year was indeed more
performances of the play in November.
You can find the dates and venues that are in place thus far, here
And who knows, I may still do that walk – on the 110th anniversary perhaps (I’d be 70 or so),
or maybe on the 120th anniversary (when I’d be 80 or so). As ever, the words, ‘watch this
space’ spring to mind…(or rather, ‘watch my step’?)
DATES:
Sept. 1st Saturday 7.30pm
BROADBENT THEATRE, WICKENBY, LINCS. LN3 5AW (named after actor Jim’s
dad, who was involved in the conversion of the building) www.broadbenttheatre.org
0300 400 0101.
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Oct. 31st Weds. 7.30pm

KENDAL Friends Meeting House LA9 4BH

01539 731642

Nov. 2nd Friday 7.30pm PICKERING Friends Meeting House YO18 7AX
01751 472827
Nov. 3rd Saturday 3pm GREAT AYTON Friends Meeting House, Middlesborough
TS9 6BJ
01642 722589 stainsby.taylor@btinternet.com
Nov. 4th Sunday 7.30pm LONDON Jermyn Street Theatre 16b Jermyn Street,
SW1Y 6ST 020 7287 2875 www.jermynstreettheatre.co.uk
Nov. 7th Weds.

7.30pm LONDON Sands Films Studio Theatre, Rotherhithe
SE16 4HZ
www.sandsfilms.co.uk

Nov. 9th Friday

7.30pm BRENTFORD AND ISLEWORTH Friends Meeting House,
Quakers Lane, TW7 5AZ
07812 833635

Nov. 10th Saturday 2pm BRIGHTON Friends Meeting House, Ship St., BN1 1AF
01273 770258
Nov. 13/14th Tues./Weds. 8pm BATH Theatre Royal Ustinov Studio BA1 1ET
www.theatreroyal.org.uk/event/this-evil-thing/ 01225 448844
Nov. 16th Friday 7.30pm ST. ANDREWS, BYRE THEATRE Abbey Street, KY16
9LA byretheatre.com 01334 475000
Nov. 17th Saturday 7.30pm PEEBLES, EASTGATE THEATRE Eastgate, EH45 8AD
Box Office: 01721 725777 www.eastgatearts.com
Nov. 18th Sunday TBC – 7.30pm DYCE PARISH CHURCH, ABERDEEN
Victoria Street, Dyce, Aberdeen AB21 7DN
Nov. 22nd Thursday 2.30pm YORK Theatre Royal Studio,
St. Leonard’s Place, YO1 7HD
01904 623568 boxoffice@yorktheatreroyal.co.uk
Nov. 25th Sunday 2.30pm ANDOVER King Edward VII Memorial Hall
Village Street Upper Clatford Andover SP11 7QL

